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                          INTRODUCTION

The juvenile court is a court of records and it is a division of the common pleas court.  The purpose of the juvenile court, as defined in Chapter 2151.01 of the Ohio Revised Code, is as follows: 

A. To provide for the care, protection, mental and physical development of children subject to Chapter 2151 of the Revised Code, whenever possible, in a family environment, separating the child from the child’s parents only when necessary for the child’s welfare or in the interests of public safety.

B. To provide judicial procedure through which Chapters 2151 and 2152 of the Revised Code are executed and enforced, and in which the parties are assured of a fair hearing, and their constitutional and other legal rights are recognized and enforced.  Under Chapter 2152, the purposes of these Code Sections are stated as follows:


The overriding purposes for dispositions under this chapter are to provide for the care, protection, and mental and physical development of children subject to this chapter, protect the public interest and safety, hold the offender accountable for the offender’s actions, restore the victim and rehabilitate the offender.  These purposes shall be achieved by a system of graduated sanctions and services.


Dispositions under this chapter shall be reasonably calculated to achieve the overriding purposes set forth in this section, commensurate with and not demeaning to the seriousness of the delinquent child’s or the juvenile traffic offender’s conduct and its impact on the victim, and consistent with dispositions for similar acts committed by similar delinquent child and juvenile traffic offenders.  The court shall not base the disposition on the race, ethnic background, gender, or religion of the delinquent child or juvenile traffic offender.

The real test and value of the juvenile court lies in the nature of legal treatment.  Each form of treatment may vary with individual needs.  It depends on the legal restrictions, the availability of facilities, and other circumstances.  Social, physical, and psychological diagnosis assists in determining these needs.  Each child and his environment reveal this information.  A guardian ad litem, probation officer, psychologist, other interested parties, and judge may create a constructive treatment plan.

tc  \l 2 "                          INTRODUCTION"

An essential consideration in the disposition of cases and treatment is the welfare of the child.  The court prescribes the remedial measures for the child.  It administers them through probation officers or other agents authorized by law.  Intelligent administration of treatment and its actual success in saving the child justifies the existence of the juvenile court.

    The purpose of the various programs outlined in this report is to prevent and correct the problems associated with the youth and families involved in our court.  Some of the programs attempt to prevent problems or encourage early intervention before problems become more serious.  Other programs attempt to aid in correcting and changing decisions and patterns of living that cause problems for youth and their families.  We hope to meet the needs of the community by being used as a preventative and rehabilitative correctional agency.


These programs are possible because of the cooperation of many community agencies and their professional staff.  We wish to express our gratitude to Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville City Schools, Logan Elm School District, Teays Valley School District, Westfall School District;  Pickaway County 

Job and Family Services, Pickaway County Family and Children First Council, Scioto Paint Valley Mental Health Center; and Pickaway County Commissioners, Ohio Department of Youth Services and Pickaway Area Recovery.  These organizations have provided invaluable support to the court to make these programs possible.  Together we can make a positive difference in the lives of Pickaway County Youth.

Our Mission Statement:
TO PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN A JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM FOR PICKAWAY COUNTY YOUTH AND FAMILIES WHICH WILL PROMOTE A COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT THAT WILL NURTURE CHILDREN TOWARD GROWTH INTO PRODUCTIVE, LAW-ABIDING ADULTHOOD.

DEFINITIONS
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES:tc  \l 1 "JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES"
     As set forth in Section 2152.02(F) of the Ohio Revised Code, a delinquent child includes any child:

1. Any child, except a juvenile traffic offender, who violates any law of this state or the United States, or any ordinance of a political subdivision of the state that would be an offense if committed by an adult.

2. Any child who violates any lawful order of court made 

PRIVATE 

JUVENILE TRAFFIC OFFENDER CASES:
tc  \l 1 "JUVENILE TRAFFIC OFFENDER CASES"
     “Juvenile Traffic Offender” means any child who violates any traffic law, traffic ordinance, or traffic regulation of this state, the United States, or any political subdivision of this state, other than a resolution, ordinance, or regulation of a political subdivision of this state the violation of which is required to be handled by a parking violations bureau or a joint parking violations bureau of Chapter 4521 of the Revised Code.
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JUVENILE UNRULY CASES:tc  \l 1 "JUVENILE UNRULY CASES"
Section 2151.022 defines an unruly child as any child:

A. Any child who does not submit to the reasonable control of the child’s parents, teachers, guardian, or custodian, by reason of being wayward or habitually disobedient.

B. Any child who is a habitual truant from school and who previously has not been adjudicated an unruly child for being a habitual truant.

C. Any child who behaves in a manner as to injure or endanger the child’s owns health or morals or the health or morals of others.

D. Any child who violates a law, other than division (A) of section 2923.211 (2923.21.1) or section 2151.87 of the Revised Code, that is applicable only to a child.

PRIVATE 
NEGLECT CASES:tc  \l 1 "NEGLECT CASES"
Section 2151.03 of the Ohio Revised Code defines “neglected child” as a child:

1. Who is abandoned by his parents, guardian, or custodian.

2. Who lacks proper parental care because of the faults or habits of his parents, guardians, or custodian.

3. Whose parents, guardians, or custodian neglects refuses to provide him with proper or necessary subsistence, education, medical or surgical care or treatment, or other care necessary for his health, morals or well-being.
4. Whose parents, legal guardian, or custodian neglects refuses to provide him with the special care made necessary by his mental condition.

5. Whose parents, legal guardian, or custodians have placed or attempted to place him in violation of sections 5103.16 and 5103.17 of the Revised Code.

6. Who, because of the omission of is parents, guardian, or custodian, suffers physical or mental injury that harms or threatens to harm the child’s health and welfare.

7. Who is subjected to out-of-home care child neglect.
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ABUSE CASES:

tc  \l 1 "ABUSE CASES"
As defined in Section 2151.031 and "abused child" includes any child who:

1. Is the victim of “sexual activity” as defined under Chapter 2907 of the Ohio Revised Code, where such activity would constitute an offense under the chapter, except that the court need not find that any person has been convicted of the offense in order to find that the child is an abused child.

2. Is endangered as defined in section 2929.22 of the Revised Code, except that the court need not find that any person has been convicted under that section in order to find that the child is an abused child.

3. Exhibits evidence of any physical or mental injury or death, inflicted other than by accidental means, or an injury or death which is at variance with the history given of it.  Except as provided by division (4) of this section, a child exhibiting evidence of corporal punishment or other physical disciplinary measure by a parent, guardian, custodian, person having custody or control, or person in loco parent is of a child is not an abused child under this division if the measure is not prohibited under section 2919.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

4. Because of the acts of his parents, guardian, or custodian, suffers physical or mental injury that harms or threatens to harm the child’s health or welfare.

5. Is subjected to out-of-home care child abuse. 
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DEPENDENCY CASES:

tc  \l 1 "DEPENDENCY CASES"
As defined in Section 2l5l.04 a "dependent child" includes any child whom:

A. Who is homeless or destitute or without adequate parental care, through no fault of the child’s parents, guardian, or custodian.
B. Who lacks adequate parental care by reason of the mental or physical condition of the child’s parents, guardian, or custodian.

C. Whose condition or environment is such as to warrant the state, in the interests of the child, in assuming the child’s guardianship.

D. To who both of the following apply:

1. The child is residing in a household in which a parent, guardian, custodian, or other member of the household committed an act that was the basis for adjudication that a sibling of the child or any other child who resides in the household is an abused, neglected, or dependent child.

2. Because of the circumstances surrounding the abuse, neglect, or dependency of the sibling or other child and the other conditions in the household of the child, the child is in danger of being abused or neglected by that parents, guardian, custodian, or member of the household.
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ADULT CASES:


The county prosecutor determines the initiation of adult complaints in Juvenile Court.  These cases primarily involve the offense of “Failure to Send a child to school,” if an adult is found guilty of this offense.  The statues provide for payment of a fine and costs or the posting of a bond conditioned on the child’s future attendance at school.  Additionally, the Juvenile Court has jurisdiction to hear complaints filed against parents for parental educational neglect, which is a crime in the State of Ohio.tc  \l 1 "ADULT CASES"
CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY OR UNRULINESS OF A MINOR:
A. No person, including a parent, guardian or other custodian of a child, shall do any of the following:
1. Aid, Abet, Induce, Cause, Encourage, or Contribute to a child or a ward of the Juvenile Court becoming an unruly child, as defined in section 2151.022 of the Revised Code, or a delinquent child, as defined in section 2152.02 of the Revised Code.

2. Act in a way tending to cause a child or a ward of the Juvenile Court to become an unruly child, as defined in section 2151.022 of the Revised Code, or a delinquent child, as defined in section 2152.02 of the Revised Code.

3. If the person is the parent, guardian, or custodian of a child who has the duties under Chapters 2152 and 2950 of the Revised Code to register, register a new residence address, an periodically verify a residence address, and if applicable, to send a notice of intent to reside, and if child is not emancipated, as defined in section 2919.121 of the Revised Code, fail to ensure that the child complies with those duties under chapters 2152 and 2950 of the Revised Code.
4. Whoever violates the section is guilty of contributing the unruliness or delinquency of a child, a misdemeanor of the first degree.  Each day of violation of the section is a separate offense.
ENDANGERING CHILDREN:
A. No person, who is the parent, guardian, custodian, person having custody or control, or person in loco parentis if a child under eighteen years of age or a mentally or physically handicapped child under twenty-one years of age, shall create a substantial risk to the health or safety of the child, by violating a duty of care, protection, or support.  It is not a violation of a duty of care, protection, or support under this division when the parent, guardian, custodian, or person having custody or control of a child treats the physical or mental illness or defect of the child by spiritual means through prayer alone, in accordance with the tenets of a recognized religious body.
B. No person shall do any of the following to a child under eighteen years of age or a mentally or physically handicapped child under twenty-one years of age:
C. Abuse the child.
PRIVATE 
OTHER CASES:tc  \l 1 "OTHER CASES"

The Juvenile Court also is responsible for handling cases that arise out of parentage actions (formerly known as paternity cases).  These cases may involve the determination of child support and custody/companionship/visitation issues.


Additionally, the Juvenile Court handles private "custody only" cases as well as child custody cases duly certified to it from another jurisdiction.

JUVENILE COURT CASES FOR 2012
NEW CASES FILED
Paternity:







403

Traffic:







309

Delinquent:






261

Support:







219

Abuse/Neglect/Dependent:




 79

Custody:







 77

Unruly:







 56

Adult:







 18

Miscellaneous:






  9

Permanent Custody:





  3
                      
     
                              
                   

Total Year                 


    1,434
                  

CASES TERMINATED IN 2012
Paternity: 






  438
Traffic:







  311
Delinquent:






  241

Support:







  223

Custody:







   84

Abuse/Neglect/Dependent:




   73

Unruly:







   45
Adult:







   23
Miscellaneous:






    9

Permanent Custody:





    3





  

Total Year                  



1,450
Commitments to Ohio Department of Youth Services: 1
 PROGRAMS PROVIDED BY PICKAWAY COUNTY 
RESTITUTION:

 
If a juvenile commits a delinquent offense that damages property or injures persons, the court orders the juvenile to pay restitution to the victim.  The court notifies a potential victim of a pending juvenile case in hopes of collecting information concerning the victim’s loss. There was $3,114.52 collected through the court in 2012.

With the cooperation of the Juvenile Victim Witness Program through the Pickaway County Prosecutor's Office, the Juvenile Court expanded its restitution program. A systematic notice to victims has been implemented for the collection of monetary, out of pocket expenses that are due to victims of juvenile crime.

PICKAWAY COUNTY JOBS AND FAMILY SERVICES COLLABORATION:

A very important agency, which interacts with the court, is the Pickaway County Job and Family Services.  Their Child Protective Services Unit is frequently involved with the court for a variety of cases.  Thus, the court holds periodic meetings with agency caseworkers to exchange procedural information and provides updates of new court policies or changes in the law.

YOUTH SERVICES AND RECLAIM GRANTS:

Early in the 1990's the Ohio Department of Youth Services radically changed its policy with respect to the acceptance of youth committed for institutionalization.  The State decided to "give" juvenile courts grant money for local rehabilitation programs for felony offenders, in lieu of placement with Youth Services institutions.  However, the State in turn charges the Juvenile Court for each youth actually committed for institutionalization with the State.


While recognizing that some juveniles must be committed for institutionalization, Pickaway County Juvenile Court still uses a substantial sum of State grant money to implement local rehabilitation programs.  The following narrative describes the use of the State grant money for Pickaway County.


In 2012 the ODYS grant monies were used for the following programs: Probation Salaries, On Call, Community Work Hour Program, Drug Testing, Casa Salaries, and Electronic Monitoring. 

RESIDENTIAL AND FOSTER CARE:
     Youth who are in need of foster care or residential foster care are in this program.  Sometimes Pickaway County Job and Family Services place these youth.  This court shares the cost for some of these youth.  Shared costs occur for those youth that have been placed in a residential treatment facility usually through planning with the Pickaway County Family and Children First Council.  However, this occurs only when the parents are unable to pay the total cost.

     In 2006 the Court was approved by the State of Ohio to receive federal Title IV-E funds.  These funds are used for the court to make direct placement of a child with a IV-E eligible treatment facility.  Typically the child will reside in that facility for approximately nine months.  In 2012, 2 children were placed by the court in IV-E facilities under this program.
PROBATION DEVELOPMENT:

A portion of the probation department's salary is allocated through this grant to oversee truancy policies within the county.

In the year 2012 there were 139 children placed on probation. In addition, this program is used for the following reasons:
       1) To purchase drug test kits and materials that would be            used by or be of benefit to the youth. 


  2) Salaries and benefits


 DIVERSION:

The Juvenile Court Diversion Program is an alternative offered to first time alleged unruly or misdemeanor delinquent youth.
The primary purpose of the Diversion Program is to prevent formal Court involvement for those youth that have no previous Court history.


If the youth successfully completes the Diversion Program, he or she will not have a juvenile record.

If the youth does not comply with the Diversion Program, 

the complaint will be heard in formal court before the Judge at which time further sanctions will be imposed.


The Diversion served 163 children in 2012.
HOCKING VALLEY COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL CENTER:

The Hocking Valley Community Residential Treatment Center (HVRTC) is a facility, located in Nelsonville, and managed by a Board of Juvenile Judges in Southern Ohio.  Pickaway County is a member of the consortium of counties, which comprise HVRTC's catchment area.  


HVRTC is not a Department of Youth Services facility. 
Rather, it is a facility offering alternative approaches to rehabilitation instead of commitment to DYS.  Pickaway County committed 1 youth to the facility in 2012. The facility is a 24 hour seven day a week residential program.  A youth is generally assigned to the facility for four to six months.  After receiving appropriate rehabilitative counseling and education, the youth is returned to the community, which has likewise been prepared for management of him upon return.
SCHOOL TRUANCY:

For the youth that are adjudicated unruly as a result of 
School truancy, our court is attempting a number of interventions. Each month, we hold a Saturday School program.  Youth are required to attend this program, which is supervised by a probation officer.  The youth is taught the 7 Habits, a highly effective concept put in place in 2008. 125 youth were served in 2012.

In 2011, the Court collaborated with the Circleville City School District to begin the Juvenile Court Truancy Court.  This program is designed to intervene quickly with students, who are showing early signs of school truancy.  The court holds an informal session at the Circleville High School to explain to students and their parents the consequences of school truancy.  Court staff then meets individually with students and parents to discuss the student and parents’ responsibilities to eliminate the attendance problems.  An initial report from Circleville City Schools is that the program has had a positive impact on school attendance and is viewed as highly successful
CASA:
Pickaway County "Voices for Youth" CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) program is a volunteer advocacy program in juvenile court. CASA's are trained community volunteers who investigate cases of abuse, neglect and dependency.  These volunteers represent the child's best interest before the court.  The volunteer investigates and prepares a written report to present to the Judge to give a better understanding of the child's life, and to help the Judge make a more informed decision. The
Pickaway County CASA program is a non-profit organization that is funded by Juvenile Court, VOA and local donations.
CASA STATISTICS FOR 2012
Budget: 







$73,612

Volunteer Hours: 





    592

Children Served: 





     96

Volunteers: 







11

Staff: 






DRIVER SAFETY INTERVENTION PROGRAMS:

Most juvenile traffic offenders are required to attend a driver safety program.  The Court provides two programs, which are supported by payment of enrollment fees by the youth.         


This program is a four hour program and occurs once a month.  It is administered by a designated court representative responsible for providing elements of safe driving practices.  Students will view videos concerning drugs/alcohol and driving as well as dangers in traffic.  The student will take quizzes, and discuss different safe driving practices in class, along with law enforcement visits, and handouts for the course.  The course is meant to be an interactive course between the instructor and juveniles.


Discussions about safe driving tips and dangers in traffic are designed to provide the juvenile with better driving habits and hopefully lessen the chances of receiving another traffic citation.  
SAFETEENS

This program, which is offered in a number of Ohio counties, is known as SAFETEENS.  The program is similar to our existing driver programs in some respects, but is different in others.  For example, the program will be coordinated and supervised by an adult, who has been trained and certified. Additionally, other adults, such as law enforcement officers, insurance representatives, accident victims and others, will participate at appropriate times.


This program will allow first time traffic offenders, with certain exceptions, to participate in SAFETEENS.  Upon successful completion of the program and payment of court costs, the traffic offense will be dismissed.

Topics in the program include drinking and driving, seatbelt safety, consequences of unsafe driving and tips for safer driving.


The program's primary goal is to reduce the number of repeat juvenile offenders.


Both programs served a total of 164 children in the year 2012.

PRIVATE 

LITTER PROGRAM:

tc  \l 1 "LITTER PROGRAM"

The Juvenile Court with the direction of Terry Leasure, takes crews of juveniles who are assigned to the county’s most littered roadways.  The Court noted that the litter program was a positive form of community service.
PRIVATE 
JUVENILE PROBATION DEPARTMENT:

tc  \l 1 "JUVENILE PROBATION DEPARTMENT"
The juvenile probation Department consists of 3 probation officers. The officers average a client list of 40 juveniles.  The probation officers duties are as follows:

1.
Prepares and files monthly reports.

2.
Prepares and files reports and memos ordered by the Court.

3.
Explores residential placements and non-residential treatment programs for juveniles with alcohol and drug abuse problems.

4.
Monitors the probationers school attendance.

5.
Monitors all court orders.

6.
Place on electronic monitor and track the child for the length of the court order.

7.
Face to face meetings with the child and or parents monthly, some kids weekly.

8.
Work hand in hand with all court related agencies.
9.
Serve as a resource to parents and youth as a referral source     for mental health and substance abuse treatment.
PRIVATE 
ELECTRONIC MONITOR:tc  \l 1 "
ELECTRONIC MONITOR"
Electronic monitor is an effective way to monitor the child constant whereabouts and or movement and allows the officer to have constant tracking of the child.  The cost for this device is $10.00 per day.  In 2012 the court collected $181.77 in electronic monitor fees.

PRIVATE 
COMMUNITY WORK HOURS:

tc  \l 1 "COMMUNITY WORK HOURS"
The court has developed a community work hour (CWH) program that allows the child to complete his or her court ordered CWH.
Terry Leasure coordinates places for the juveniles to complete their hours.  The coordinator is responsible for completing the associated paper work and compile stats from the program.  In 2012 the juveniles completed a total of 3,529 hours of community service.
OUT OF HOME PLACEMENTS:

In the year 2012 we had a total of 95 youth placed out of the home. 31 children were placed with a relative or in foster care or treatment facility.  The remaining 64 were placed in a locked facility.

FUTURE GOALS:
1. Update Juvenile Local Rules
2. Update current website
3. Use Computer in courtroom to print entries
4. Implement truancy court for Westfall High School
5. Assess and evaluate court programs
6. Determine any additional probation sanctions
JUVENILE WEBSITE:

The Juvenile & Probate Court welcomes you to view our new website at: http://www.pickaway.org/juvenile/Homepage.html
June 5, 2013
Dear Pickaway County Citizen:


In accordance with section 2151.18 of the Ohio Revised Code, I submit to the Pickaway County Commissioners the 2011 Pickaway County Juvenile Court Annual Report, which provides not only statistical information, but also, descriptions of the various programs offered, by our court for juveniles and their families during calendar year 2012.  We hope that this information will prove to be valuable and insightful.  Moreover, we commit to continue our efforts to meet the needs of the citizens of our county to attain the goal of our Juvenile Court Mission Statement:


TO PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN A JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM FOR PICKAWAY COUNTY YOUTH AND FAMILIES WHICH WILL PROMOTE A COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT THAT WILL NURTURE CHILDREN TOWARD GROWTH INTO 
PRODUCTIVE, LAW-ABIDING ADULTHOOD.


At Pickaway County Juvenile Court, we fully recognize the enormous responsibility and commit ourselves to continue to work with children and families to address the multi-faceted problems. 









Sincerely,









Jan Michael Long








Pickaway County Juvenile Judge 
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